464                  THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GAKDHI
3.    The Asiatic Act to be repealed.
4.    A general education test, with discretionary power as to its
severity regarding educated Indians.
5.    The terms as per [Sir] Percy's1 notes to be embodied with the
necessary changes in the new Bill.
6.    Free re-issue of burnt certificates.
1. The essential clauses of the Asiatic Act, in so far as they may
be necessary for a proper check over the Asiatic population and for
prevention of fraud, to be re-enacted in the new Bill.
8. The draft Bill to be shown to the Committee of the Associa-
tion for suggestions as to details.
It will be seen that this' submission does not materially alter the
terms as per Sir Percy's notes. I cannot see any difficulty in show-
ing the Parliament and the country that repeal of the Act is simply a
graceful act to soothe an unrepresented community in the Colony, with-
out in any way relaxing the hold of the legislature on that class.
The Sorabjee incident raised the enthusiasm of the people to a
white heat. It caused intense irritation. I assure you that the meeting
as a whole went much further than I should ever care to go under the
present circumstances, but it was by my deliberate promise to lead them
in passive resistance if the promised repeal was not granted that I could
persuade them to restrict the community to the above terms. I was
disinclined to impose on my countrymen further suffering and was,
therefore, prepared to waive a substantial repeal of the Act, so far as
it became inoperative against all save those who had accepted it; but
I am glad to say they would not listen to it, and they said they were
prepared to suffer to the uttermost. I hope, therefore, that the Gov-
ernment will be pleased to accept the above terms and close the
controversy. If they do, I, for one, shall refuse to go any further so far
as the Asiatic Act is concerned.
One thing more. One speaker actually got up and suggested that
the terms should include a clause asking for Mr. Chamney's removal.
It was, however, not embodied in the terms; but I cannot help record-
ing my opinion that Mr. Chamney is ignorant and hopelessly in-
competent. This I say in the intere$ts of the Colony at large. I have
personally nothing against him. I have always received courtesy from
him. but in spite of all my efforts to the contrary, I have not been able
to see any competence in him for the office he holds. I am sure that
lie never khoXvs fromt one hour to another what his decision should
le^.aad fee largest amount of irritation was caused in the initial
Stages of the workfeg of voluntary registration purely through his vacilla-
deci&oii&   I could give several   instances.